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Ltr, ERH, to CG, ANC, Subj: Analysis of Proj. “Grudge” Reported Incidents 


hk, It de believed that certain of the items in the questionnaires 
"Checkliat-Unidentified Flying Objects” produce insignificant and un- 
Foliable data from an observer. These ares; 9. Distunce of object fron 
observer; li, Altitude; 12, Spesd; and 16. Sizes. For any unfamiliar 
object beyond the fooal rangs of the human eyes (about 60 ft.), these 
four factors are mutually inter-dependent and therefore indeterminant 
unless at least one of them (and soma observed angles) are known, 
Direotly asking an observer about these indsterninants not only gets 
unreliable data but induces wild answers because the observer is isd 
into making a statement about quantities for which he hus no basis in 
fact. He will unconsciously assume knowledse of some ons of thase 
factors and so give incorrect information on all. That pesople (many 
of whom should know bettur) will arbitrarily give answers % Oo sig 
nificant figures on these questions, which really canuot bo answered at 
all, is proof of the unreliability of their information, 


—_ 
co wo t - 


5. It is suggested that these four items on the yuestionnaire be 
replaced by questions which will yield answers possible of being in- 
dependent facts in terms of the observer's beat estimates of angles and 
tise. From such data given by observers of the same object at two 
different places, a reliable calculated estimate could be made of the 
odjeot’s aise, altituds, speed and path. These data should includs; 


a, An estinate of the angular cise of tha object. A quick 
but reasonable ostinate oan be made by comparing tlie angla subtended 
by the index finger held at arms length. ‘fhe finger (7/6" wide) of 
an average man held at 26" to 30" (arms length) will sudtend an angle 
of approximately two degrees. In this way angular size from about 
1/2° to about S° oan be estimated, 


b, The rance of the object's flight in terns of the angle 
nubdtended by the observed path. if the object moves in a reasonably 
Weraight course it {s important to observe the position at the beginning 
and the end of its course, After the flight has been completed a person 
can extend hia arms toward the two points and also at 90° or 140° and by 
comparison estimte the angular extent of the flight. {t is also im- 
portant that information which will determine those directions rolative 
So a Sompass point be given. If the angular course is associated saith 
objeots on the horizon, with roads, with the su: (if the tine of day is 

109 LOtwd) or oy the north star, she orientation can >= rechecked at 
any vcec Cine, 


c. The time required for the objeot to tray 
Joursé.. This; the most airriculs 
h a wateh da the most satisfactory, but aa observer iu seldom pre-e 
paired to do 30. 


3 prodacly 


Seconds can be counted with good aconracy by saying, 


Le 
‘ 
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Ltr, ERH, to CG, AMC, Subj; Analysis of Proj. "Grudze” Raported Inoidents 


"ons flying saucer; two flying saucers, three flying saucers” ---ete. 
At @ normal speaking speed. On the other hand it is not easy to count 
seconds and at the same time make all the other desirable observations. 
It must bo remembered that when a person is excited his estinates of 
tims are apt to be rather inaccurate. 


d. Batination of the slievation angle of the object. Almost 
all persons will overestinate elevation angles, This tendency can be 
reduced by the observer extending one arm vertically and the other 
horizontally to observe a 90° angle, The vertical arm can then be 
lowered to point to the epuatrrs object. in this way the observed 
angle can be compared with a 90° angle ana a more accurate ostinate 
obtained, 


6 Ib is realized that it might not be possible for an observer 
to perform the opeations suggested in the preosding paragraph, during 
the period the objeot is sighted. If he would immediately reoonsider 
what he saw and then estimate such measurecents, he should be able to 
give quantitative answers accurate to at least 25%, In interrogating 
observers, they ahould also be asked to reconatruct their observations 
and then estimate those same factors. It is suyrested that instructions 
for making such quick and estimated observations be given to weather 
observers, control tower operators, oivil poliocsa, forest and fires 
rangers, amd other such peoples who alight have good chance of seeing 
unidentified flying objects, If any information concerning unidentified 
flying objeots ia given to the public, instructions for reliable observa~ 
tion should be inoluded, 


Je This orzanizat on will be pleased to be of’ any further assistance 
required in oonnection with this matter. 


FOR THS COLMANDING OFFICER: 


3 incls /3f +. C. Trakowski, Jr. 
1, List of balloons A. C,. TRAKOWSKI, JR. 
launohed (in trip) Captain, USAP 
2. 8" xX 10" photo print Dirsotor, Bass Directorate 
viaatio »alloon for Geophysical Research 
Je \" x 5" ohote print 


of plastic balloon 


= 


3-34560 


UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


Time hour before dark 
Location Yan Muys, Calif 
Name of observer ae — & wife 
Otd-Res 
Occupation of obsorvor Ordnance Reserve Officer 
Address of obsorvor  (@QQMMIMMMMEl Ave,, Canoga Park, Calif 
Placo of observstion Yan Ruys, Calif. 


Distanco of object from obsorvor 22GS overhead 
Tino in sicht Tyiix about an hour 
Altitudo great height 
Speed y/3 
Direction of flight Leo | the sum from the Gast or Yxtox® 
a traveled a eh A are of about “5° or ~ore 
sunt | oe 
Sizo Of westher balloon at 2000 ft 


Color imiah lum-nescence like fluorescent lamp which gradnally 
changed to orange color at dusk 
Shape Tound tending to spherical 


3/3 


Odor dotectod 


Apparent construction B/S 


u/s 


jons SATO zround semeer>smre 70-75? 


ot 4 3/5 

r photographs one 
sor of disapewersncs mapped off likes a lamp when you *hroyw switca 
res Ter) 


a 


Object appesred round and probably spherical, A’ first looked 
similar to weather balloon at about 2000 ft mms there was mo 
characteristic bobbing. The wind was blowing om the ground with 
fair strength and gusty yet the object was te steady. in the 
time it was under observation (cbout an hour) it traveled thru a 
vertical are of about 25° or wore, After watching the object for 
a woile the odserver concluded that whatever i+ was the thing ws 
et great height but not a star, it nad a blaish luminescence like 
a fluorescent lam and as the sun set the color gradually changed to an 
orange color at dusk and finally manped off like a lamp when the 
switen is thrown. The outline was clear and sharp and symetrical (no 


fuzziness or blurring), the air clear with visibility unlimited. 


Direction of travel from Zast directly towerd the gan, 


G-2 
Air Materiel Command 
Wright Field, © 


Gentlemen? 


TEPORP OF STRANGE 


On the evening of 22 July US my wife and 1 were having dinner in the 
patio off an open air market in Yan Suysy California, , 
abont an hour before > i 


9 a strange 


sription, It avp 
he SOR 


y 


J de round and vrobably spnerical, At firs 
it avpeared to be a balloon at about 2000 but there was nore 
of the characteristic | ng. Tne wind was blow ound in 

ir strength and gusty yet the object waa quite tehing 
it a while 1 concluded that whatever it was was at but not 
2 star. It d 2 bluish luminescence like a fluoresce Lamp and as th 
tun get the color dually changed to an orange color at sk and finally 
snapped off Like a lamp when you throw the switch (at which moment I was 
looking right at it). In about cn hour thet I had been observir 
2ject had traveled through a vertical are of ut 5 
he outline of th J Wa $ r an : 
yr luring); the 3 
temerature about /O- 
1 (two hour time j 
toward the gun, 


he : lity unlimited; ground 
dropping to about & degrees an hour after 
apse); direction of travel wes from East directly 


Vary traly yours, 


Pee Se ae 
Cant. Ord~Res 
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fig AMC. Form No, 10-514 


IN REPLY ADDRESS BOTH 
COMMUNICATION AND EN- 
VELOPE TO COMMANDING 
GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL 
COMMAND, ATTENTION FOL. 
LOWING OFFICE SYMBOL: 


SUBJECT: 


TO: 


gation of 


7 


j 
A 


Aloft Report at the time of the sighting be obtained, 


flying in the vicinity at the time be checked. 


(Rev 20 Feb 48) 


Chief 

Los Angeles Procurement Field Office 
1206 Santee St 

Box J 649, Terminal Annex 

Los Angeles 54, California 

ATTN: Mr, Willian G. Soroull 


1, This Comand is currently engaged in an intelligence investi- 
all reported sightings of unidentified aerial phenomena, 


9 


) 


ae 


v. 


Project "SIGy" 


2. Reference is made to inclosed letter from j sae 
Yariel Ave., Canoga Park, California, to Air Materiel Command, 13 jug 
19U8, concerning en object observed in Van Nuys, California, 

%, It is remested that Mr dikes be int 
sephic statement be obtained, This statement should indicate the follow 
salient factors: location, date and time of sishting, westher com 
ions at the time, names, occupations and adire ; 
graphs or sketches, construction, number, shape, : 

hat pert of the sky first observed, direction, manner of disenpecrance, 
maneuverability (teetics), altitude, sound, exhaust trail, odor, effact 
on clouds, disgram of flight pattern (if any), whether lominous or ine 
cendascent or if the object(s) a@opeared to be carrying lights, 


4, In connection with this investigation, request that 


WF-L-25 MAR 48 150M 


UNCLASSIFIED S28 
HEADQUARTERS ™ 
AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 


WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE 
ATAYA 2 eae 
DAYTON, OHIO MCLAXO-3/ HWS/aw 


& September 1948 


srvicwed and that a signed 


6s Of witne 


28, photo- 
ze, color, soeed, in 


Local teletype sequence of weather conditions and the Winds 
Local flight schedules of commercial and military aircreft 


estiag devices 


FWNARADID 


WD >? % , = : *AR3. 


Pe 


RSA EM WT | 


VN CLASSIFIED 


AMC 


Subject: Project "SIG" 


6, All material will be forwarded directly to Commanding General, 
I 


Hq, AMC, Wright-Patterson AF Base, Dayton, Ohio, attention: MCI, in 
accordance with USAF letter dated 26 February 1948. 
BY COMMAND OF GENERAL McNARNEY: 
CT qd LH pet 5 py é 
1 Inel fit. Be CuLOERMAN Af e&, USAF 


USar 


le oy ltr bot / Colonels, , 


dtd 13 Aug lig & Chief, Tachnical Intelligence 
Intelligence Department 
Subs: Projeet "SIGH" , 
(Basie Ltr dtd 8 Sap ls i! 
1st Ind, MSPOSL/AT: md 


Sub—District 57 O31, (1G), Western District a¥ PFO, P, 0, Box 3749, Terme 
{nal Annex, Los Angalas 54, California, 39 Septenver 1342 


Ww 


‘03; Commanding Gensral, Air 31 Command, Wrizht-—Pattarson air Tored 
Base, Dayton, Ohio, ATSNTION; MCTAKOW3 


1... Aaport of investigation transmitted harewith, 


2, Request this offica oa advised whether further lavastization is 
desired in this casa, 


Inels 3. VOSHSLL 
Cy ltr dtd 13 Aug 43 Acting Chie? 
Merde, 2aP Suv-District Office 57 
ort dtd 2@ i 48 (Dupl) 
taal 


—— EE 


2NAIDETE Cas rh 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE IN | DATE 


| 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL ois eee ere L30_ Sen tanhe gus 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION eial Agent WILLIAM G, SPROULL hon = 
REPORT MADE AT -OFrt 


7p O5R,Yassorn District AP Precurement 7ial 


PERI 


TITLE 


PROJECT *STGy* 
UNIDENTIFIZD AERIAL OBJECT LT, 21, 225 B35 27, 28 september 1948 : 


OFFICE ) 
DosR, Seviein District. Av Prem rement Pie] 
STATUS 


eS - cLOS@D 


| CHARACTERS = _— a : = ¢ = <== oe a — am <3 


P SPECIAL _TSQUTRT 


° 


es eel 


REFERENCE 


None, this is an iaitial repert 


SYNOPS15 


Tavestigation requested by Commanding.Jensral, Air Materiel Cemm.ad. 
Merial eBject sizhted in sky 21 July ]94S, was viewed by qualified 
astrememical sbservers, thrauzh 3", 6* and 12" telescepes at Griffith 
Dbservatery, Les Angeles, California, and Meunt Yilsen Observatory, 
Pasadena, Califeraia. Aerial ebject described as a ridbed, sear 
shaped Dalleen of latex celer, with bright rectanzular disk suspended 


{ 

from lewer pertien ef balleen, Diameter »f Dballeen apprezinately 
twenty-five (25) foet, 

| 

i 

| 

| 


ne emmnames rn ae a | 


! 
| DISTRIBUTION ~ ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO. Terie staue i a 
} | ' 
| 
| O83, Za, 2 0@, Ax (CTAXO-3) 
OG, aMO(MOZAID~3) 2 
Fila 2 


=” 3) Be 
a0) 19 
> 3, FQ; gcaIriz 
Aeting tho 
Soh L Seer erton: A 


}——9-1073, 


ae 
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SURLEGAL 
YaTAILS? + CLASSIFIED 


1, This investigation was requested by the Commanding General, tir 
lateriel Cemmand, threuzn COLONEL ¥. 2, CLINGZRMAN, Chief, Tachnical Iatellizence 
Division, Intelligence Devartment, Air Materiel Command, Yrigat-—Pattersen Air 
Voree Base, Dayten, Ohie, per latter dated 3 September 1923, Jynbel MOLAID-~3. 


Letter centained rspert of sighting unidentified aerial edject evar Yan Nuys, 
Jalifernia, 22 Jaly 198, by MR. THREW nasaaey 5-1 Avenac, Canega Park, 
Jalifernia, and requested attemot be made by this sifice te identify the edject. 


2. On 17 September 1948, NS. ROMER, Power Consultant, of 

531 Vartel Avemme, Saneaa Park, California, was interviewed regarding sight 
lag of unidentified aerial edject om 22 July 1945, A.W referred to ths 
Lotter ef 13 Angust 1945 which he addressed te Air Materiel Command, Yrighi-~ 
Pattersen Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, offaring descriptien ef sdject ia ques 
Sion, is statement was sabdstantially the same, “i. QQRMMIS additional re-- 
marks, Dased em iaterrefation by this agent, is included in a signed statement 
which is attached te thia rsoert as Gxhibit I, 42, QRS impression ef the 
yoject in question is that the object was soherical in shave aud reflected a 
cluisha eeler luminescence, such as 4 flersscent lam. 


3. Om 17 Sevotember 1945, 2S, A NOPTR, housewite, 
Avenues, Canega Park, California, vas interviewed regarding sighting of aerial 
object over Yaa Nuys, Califernia, on 22 July 1943. 23. ease: statement 
is substantially the same as Ma. QRQIMMS, A sizned statement is attached to 
this revert as Bxhidit II, Har impression ef the edject in questien was that 
»0ject appeared te be spherical in shape, metallic in audstance, reflecting 
the celers of yellew and orange and desosr wos such as purple, 


AGMITS BOTSS: WL. and MRS, MRRGROPMM beth stated tha sbject in question 

aa’ signted en 22 July 1948, Mowever, during the ceurse of the interrogation, 
it waa revealed by beth m. and MRS, QWU@MM that it was on a Wednesday evening 
thas the ebject was sdcerved, The date, therefare, would have correctly been 
21 July 1948 that the edject was sbserved instead ef 22 July 1943, 


4, Qn 21 Jentember 1943, DR. Pe nner y eel Selar Observer, 
Meuat Vilsem Obsorvatery, Pasadena, California: home addrese, 


Avewe, Pasadena, Califernia, was interviewed. DR. was 
interregated cenceruing his edservation ef unidentified aerial edject which 
he observed through a 3* and 6" telescope at Mount Wilsen Observatery between 
hours ef 1900 and 2030 em 21 July 1913, DR. SMMMPRNeeccribed the object 
in question as consisting of a thin translucent euter envelove enclosing a 
sphere at the tep; the whele ef the object having the shape of a pear and 
Deneath the pear-shaped assembly, a square yellow disk was attached by cerds. 
A signed statement was sdtained frem IR. giving all vertinent Data 
aad i4 attached te ihias revert asa Bxhinit III. OR, Pk stated that the 
\avarmatien which was released te the Les ineslas nawsoapers in regard te ths 
/ojeck in questien waa released by an assistant at Mount VYilsen Odservatery, 
“he information released was erronseus and was given on map judgment. OR, 

PUM co inied out {bat Aes overheard tha assistant salxing te she nevapaper= 
nAA ON She taleohene and heard the aanistans atase ce She aewsmanm that the 


- UNCLASSIFIED 


dee 


SUPRA 


DETAILS: “MNCUASSIFIED 
1. Zhis investigation was requested dy the Commanding Jeneral, tir 
Materiel Cemmand, threvzn COLONEL ¥W. 2. CLINGZRMAN, Chief, Technical Iatellizence 
Division, Intelligence Devartment, Air Materiel Command, Yrigat-Pattersen Air 
Vorce Base, Dayten, Ohie, per latter dated 3 September 1945, Symbol MCIAID-~3, 
Letter centained rspert of sighting unidentified aerial ebject ever Van Nuys, 
Califernia, 22 Jaly 194u8, by mR. TERME asaan! o 5 -) Avexac, Canega Park, 
California, and requested attempt be made by this sifice te identify the edject. 


2. On 17 Septemder 1948, 13. ER, Power Consultant, of 
S531 VYariel Avemwe, Caneas Park, California, was interviewed regariing sight 
ing of unidentified aerial ebdject en 22 July 1945, A.wQQMRMR referred to the 
letter ef 13 August 1948 which he addressed te Air Materiel Command, Wrighi- 
Pattersen Air Force Base, Dayton, Dhis, sffaring descrivtiem of sbject is quss- 
Sion. Uis statement was substantially the same, t 8 additienal re- 
marks, based em iaterrezation Dy this agent, is included in a signed statement? 
which is attached te this rsvert as Dxrhibit I, 42, @RRMMIYS impression of the 
abject in question is that the object was soherical in shave aud reflected a 
bluish eeler luminescence, such as a flersscent lam, 


3. Om 17 Sevotember 1945, 423, RNOFTR, housewire, 
Avenues, Canega Park, California, was interviewed regarding sighting sf aerial 
odject ever Yam Nuys, Califernia, on 22 July 194%. 2S. eqaser's statement 
io substantially the sane as MR. QAQMMMS. A sizned statement is attached te 
this revert as Bxhibit II, Mar impressien ef the edject in question was that 
»dject appeared te be spherical in shape, metallic in sudstance, reflecting 
the celers of yellew and orange and desoer wes such as purple, 


AGBUTS WOTSS: ML. and MRS, BROOM beth stated the sbject in question 
was sighted em 22 July 1945, Mewever, during the ceurse eof the interregation, 
it was revealed by beth MR. and MRS, Q0MBM that it was on a Vednesday evening 
thas the ebject was edcerved, The date, therefere, would have correctly deen 
21 July 1948 that the ebject was shaervad instead ef 22 July 1943, 


4, Om 21 Jentember 1945, DR. PP ineneery peed Selar Observer, 
Meuat Wilsem Observatory, Pasadena, California; me addrese, 


Avewe, Pasadena, Califernia, was interviewed. DR. was 
interregated cenceruing his ebservation ef vnidentified aerial edject which 
he observed threugh a 3" and 6" telescepe at Mount Wilsen Observatery between 
hours ef 1900 and 2030 em 21 July 1918, DR. SMM PRcescrided the ebject 
in question as censisting of a thin translucent euter enveleve enclosing a 
sphere at the tep; the whole ef the object having the shape of a pear and 
Deneath the pear-shaped assembly, a square yellow disk was attached »y cords. 
A signed statement was sbdtained frem DR. giving all vertinent Data 
aad is attached $e this revert as Exhibit III, JR. Bie stated that the 
\arermatien which was released te the Ges ineslas revs ers in reszard te the 
/ojecs im questien was released Dy am assistant at fount filsen Odservatory, 
‘ne information released was erroneseus and was given on map judgmant, Of, 

GPM einted out jbat he overheard the assistant calxing te Sha nevanaper= 
nan om She Sel@ohene and heard the aasistans 2ta54 %* ‘hea .ewsman “hat she 


AP lll, 


16rls 


in 


a1) 


eetetineeaegeene 


om 


PES abs aot ae 
Beileiee wiih idk 


INCL ASS} Fi ED 

chat Ske edject was a weather balieen and that at that tine, ho (UiRamRRAl): 
sold the assistant that he sheuld net have made such a statement te the news- 
Dapers, However, ne abtewots were wade te change the information given to the 
newspapers, 28 there was ne preef that the object was net a weather balleen, 


5. Om 22 September 1944, 1X, COMMU, rigfith Odecrvatery 
abtache, Lee Angeles, Calizernia, was interviewed. ™R. Ae steted that he 
was om duty abt Griffith Obcervatery on the evening of 21 July 19"% and that he 
was haudlisg the telsphene switchbeard; farther that he did net edserve the 
ovject in question as reverted by the Lea Angeles Times newsoaver om 22 duly 
1948, Bat that tnstead, he informed the uewsoaver om she evening of 21 July 
L945, when the newspaper called the Griffith Observatery te sbtain infermation 
regarding the sighting ef unidentivied serial sdject, that the object was 2 
ae%eerelegical alleen, MR. MT stated that this wae the impression be had 
»otained Trem various pesnls at the Observatery, being that the object waa a 
aosSeerelecical ballees, time his revert to the Les tugeloo Times, 


5, Om 23 Sevtember 1948, MR, S, Telescens Dameustrater, 
triffith Park Observatery; heme address, avenue, Les Angeles, 
Calivernia, was interviawed regarding his observation of serial object sizhted 


on 21 July 1943, MR, SABRE stated shat he observed the abject with a 12" 
refracting telaasene and that the object was pear-shaved, anneared te be ridbded 
vertically, apparsntly cempesed of seme sert of tranalucant materiel such as 
livre glass and susvended frem the bedy of the sbdjeot waa & cectangular metallis 
vppearing disk, gold in celer, and suspended 7rem the disk was a length ef cerd 
ov cadle, The object waa aporoximately 20 te 25 feet in diameter, A signed 
stacement was ebdtained frem MR, BAMMMBhy thi2 agent, outlining in detail MR, 
observation ef sbject ia quastien. This statement ia attached te this 
cspers as Bxhidit IV, MR. QQQMMeenbnmitted a reuch sketen of thas object in 
question, This vketch is being enclesad te the requester with ita cevies of 
caia rwcert, M2. QRH indicated thet his imprsssion wes that the ebjact in 
yuestion was not » aateerslezical balleen and that MR, A30LL wrongly informed 
She newspapers, JH. MBS further stated that the ceexraphic co-erdinates 
of the @riffith Odservatery are as fellews: 


LafiTom - 3° 6! 16,8" Werth 
LOWGISUDS - tis* 13° 5,5" West 
SLAVATION = 140° abeve sea lave! 


7. Gm 28 Sentember 1915, MR. EAP, Soverviser of charts, Les 

Angeles Weather Bureau, Les Anzeles Airport, Les Angeles, California, was 
interviewed regarding repreduction ef Winds Aloft Charts and pertinent data 
for the date 21 July 1945. “2. 4RMRMT fornished this agent with the 1300 heurs 
and 1900 Reurs moteerelegical seundings for ths te 21 duly 1944, takan b7 

‘ha Les Angeles Weather Jureau. “2, AMR was meosiioned as io 2is mewledze 
~ apoesraace and Telative data cencerning matearelozical dalleens, §9, silane 
tazsed that there are tvs tyoes 37 ballaeas surrentl7 used dy weather wiations 

1 camouting weather data, “hase >dallesns being the Darex dallaeen and a dalleon 
auuractured by the Air Oruiser Carneratian. Taither >alloen yenld smtly fit 

2a Lesorivtien ef She abjsat descrided by perzena orevionsly tntar7iawed, 


WME stated that the averaze neteorslagical dallaen was >! 9 jiamater 
seiat of relaase and shat ‘he ‘nilaen, oman 43 a 99,009 ‘nat isttmda, 
NGRADED a es 
CTA Le sia AE oS 
Chae OD DIR 5200.10 


eos 


Ti CeIFIE 
would be avpreximately 10* te DNGLASA ARs at 60,000 te 72,000 foot 
altitude, weuld be 13* in diameter and was designed te wurst at this peint 
and the inetrauments which wers attached te the seunding device paracmate ie 
earth, MR. WAY checked all files ef his effice pertaining to releases of 
balleeus in the greater Les Angeles area, but could find ne rscerd ef a balloen 
other than ordinary meteorslegical balleens being released by any weather 
station, including Air Peres and Javy installatiene in the area, UR. 


farther peinted sut that the time of efficial sanset on 
1902 heurs and that there would 66 appreximately twenty 
of twilight remaining after sunset, Winds Aleft Charts 

are encleeed te the requester with its cepies ef 


21 daly 1948 was at 

te twenty-five minutes 
sotained from MR. 

this repert. Clippings 


from Les Angeles newspapers with respect te the object are onelased te the 


Tequester with its cevies ef thia revert, 
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DOD DIB 6200.1 


Heo = oo U 


NCLA 


SS 


FI 


2 o- 


2 


uA 


a\" 


rs ¥ bid - 
T ‘ 
ee) BL. De r £ 
. -. on T =] . ~ 
3 < ; i i 
, 5 e 
3 TL: \ 5 . 


SRE we 
Dial 


JOWNGRADED AT 3 12 : 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRARS. - 
DOD DIB 5200.10 


AR INTERV SA 


‘ 
. 
. 


RADED AT 3 
LASSIFIED A 
DOD Liz 


2400.10 


} 


Statement made by Hrs. onoga Park, 
Salifornia. 1215 Uours, 17 September regarding bo ject sighted in the 
T, 22 July 19L6, in the vicinity of San Fernando Valley, Cali‘ornia. 


"On the evening of 22 July 19h0, at Yailey Uarket Town, while in the 
comany of my husband, >. «jgeppeehbesem, yo vor dinne: the pati 
1 { F Tus 
mroximavely between the hours of 1930 and 2000, before dark. Upon 


ing straight uoward, the object seemed to be round and luminous. It 


anceared to be metallic changing to yelloworange and to deeper hues, voward 


10 blue, as darimess came, It seemed to be at a very great distanca. In 
comparing the size, Lt would be as if I were looking plat wescross a 
om at aoproximateiy twenty feet distance, [hore were no seeming jasecus 
nts, no rays or sound as far as I can rememi« j eeame psoluvely 

i. At the time, the sky was cloudless, here 8x > oject or air 
ait in the sky. In tact, it ms the only 4ect, in the Over a period 
thirty wimmtes or more, the odject moved from straij;nt upward 
jirections I should say that it travelled aporoxinately twenty or thirty mies, 
this object moved in a steady gliding motion. ere Was no oxhaust trail 
x” vavors from this object. The color of this cbjec* changed mradually seeming 
to reflect the atmospheric conditions of nightfall. hen next my attention 
was drawn to it, I no longer saw it, lily attention »as draw 
above, by my husband who was stamiing with a croup or sizht or 
ho were also gazing at the object. The object wis entirely ai 
anything I had ever seen. It did not apvear to be a balloon or any adverti 
device. Et was a definite material ob‘sct,"% 
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT, 


i. 


INCILENT INDEA 


Astronomical 


a. Ejigh prodability: 
#26, 27, 30, 32, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
9>, 96, 97, 98, 101, 1U2, 1U3, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 140, 
147, 148, 158, 174, 134, 185, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 


21, 238. 
be Fair or low probability: 
#is, 20, 25, 24, 28, 3d, 35, 46, 50, 63, 67, 86, 32, 93, ICO, 
112, 120, 121, 129, 130, 144, 153, l6u, 166, 167, 17, 192, 
129, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 


Non-astrononioal tut suggestive of other explanations 


A. Balloons or ordinary atroratt: 
#3, 11, 22, 41, 42, 53, 54, 73, 81, 83, 92, 92, 113, 114, 115, 
126, 131, 138, 141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 63) 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 182, 198, 190, 194, 195, 196, 193, 
200, 201, 209, 21u, 217, 242, 235, 237, 239. 
b> kKookats, flares or falling bodies: 
#4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 25, 56, 65, 78, 106, 107, 
108, 109, 233, 170, 211, 218. 
6. Missallansous (reflections, auroral streamers, birds, sto.): 
#59, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 231, 234. 


Non-astronouioal, with no explanation evident 


&e Lack of evidence precludes explanatioa: 
#38, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
126, 127, 157, 159, 149, 150, 177, 179, 292, 208, 212, 213, 


229, 232, 233. 
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a een oe sass Pelasceve Demonstrator, Sriffith Park 
Ovaervatery, Les Feliz Station, Les Angeles, California; heme 
address, [Qj¢uiemgubemaietwes, Les Ancoles 43, California, ‘Statement teken 
Dy Svesial Agent William G, Soreull, 23 Sentenber 19/8, 


‘Ths sdject in question was first neted dy ayself at avoreximately 6:30 
?.M, Pacifie Daylight Bime, 21 July 1948, while I was leaving the Zant Tele~ 
scepe Deme, Griffith's Onservatery. It bad an altitude ef about © degrees 
1ud an asimath, fren the seuth point, of abeut 225 dearnes ae nearly as 1 
sould sell, When I last edserved the abject @ adeut 2230 P.M, Pacizia Day 
Light Sime, the altitude, I wewld judge, was abdent 0 degrsen and the azimmtba 
aveuts 100 degrees, Thm sbject was moving in a Werterly direction, a ate 
with she naked sys, the object appeared as a vrighd rewnd diso with a very 
slow festward metien, 1 first ebeerved the abject with a 12" refracting tele~ 
aceve when the abject was at about 60 degrees, asimsh 140 degrees, “he 
ballsen er main bedy of the ebject was an oxsellent reflectex of sunlight and 
vpparently 13 was comvesed of seme sert of transluoen’ saterie) soca as fibre 
slase oy the likxe, ‘Suspended frem the balleoen was a ractanaular astellis 
appearing dise appearing te bo geld in celer, and hasging from the disc was a 
length of cerd or cadle the length of which I sould not determine, The edjact 
appeared te have ribs runniag vertically dewn the sida of the main dedy, Ure 
on fartaer clese exanination threuch the 12" telescone, the evject appeared te 
have « shape similar te a pear wish the smillest nertion banging tewards jhe 
bettem, | a¥served no lighte nor any censtrucstiean om the edject moh aa wings 
o¢ snything resembling a pewer plant of any sert, “he object was magnizied 
125 times threugh the tslescone, I would judge the altitude ef the ebject te 
® at approximately 20,000 feet, The sbject centiaued te revlect sunlight 
oven axter the san set because oY ita altitude, hen sheerving the ebjact, 1% 
was 20 times se Drilliant that i+ wae hard te continue leeking through the 
teleseeve at 1%. 1 presumes Shis was dua te the reflection ef the sunlight, 
of? of the object on te the telescope, uring the seurss the ebject traversed, 
13 maintained a steady rate of motion and did aet anpwar te be bobbing or 
naneuvering in any way, Occasionally the ebject avpearsd te swing and the 
rectangular metallic disc would present iteel? aa a knife edge, indicating 
that the aise was flat with ne thickness, [I lest sizht sf the sbject at about 
3:30 7.4. after dark which indicates te me that the sbject was not gonerating 
its own light, I do net mew of anyone whe photezraphed sr nade drawings oY 
she object or pernomally edeorred 13. 1 obssrved ne exhaust Sonilsa, heard 
ne ceund, ner detected any adsrs with relation Se the edject, 
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ROUTING AND ke SRD SHEET pug A<ejc,Ast MATERIEL COMMAND 
‘ NCLASS |F ime 
Use this form for inter-otfice correspondence Use authorized office symbols to designate Place initials of dictator and typist, telephone 
within headquarters, addressor and addressee, nomber and location to right of signature. 
Number all comments consecutively, Note warning signal at lower left of form. 
Remaining space is sufficient only for 
‘Use entire width of sheet, both sides. Proper spacing of typewritten signature. Separate comments by horizontal lines scrowa page. 


SUBISET: Project "SIGN" Incident No. 163 


10 MOIAXG FROM MCIAXLO=3 pare 9 Nov 48 COMMENT NO. 1. 
Attn: Capt Harpster 


1. Pursuant to authority contained in paragraph four (4) Technical instructions 
2185, Addendum No. 3, this Command, dated 11 February 1948, this Project has been 
authorized the assistance of all divisions and activities under the jurisdiction of 
the Air Materiel Command. 


2. Your cooperation is requested in interpreting and analyzing the attached 
evidence from the viewpoint of the Blectronics Sud-Vivision to enable possible identifi- 
cation of the object reported in our Incident No. 1463. 


3. Tne possibility that identification of the unidentified object may fall into 
purview of a domestic project, too highly classified to permit release at tris date, 
is realized. However, it would be appreciated if advice were given to discontinue 
further investigation in this specific case, should this matter fall into that category. 


k. Attention is invited to drawing on page 6, Exhibit "C" and to attacned 
reproduction of "Popular Science Monthly", Sxhibit "G" which shows a new type of meteoro~ 
logical balloon, See item 18, page 5, of statement submitted by Nobert S. Richardson of 
the Mt. Wilson Observatory - Exhibit "C", and Exhibits "H" and "H2", 


5- A similar request to this is a2 


so being made to the Air Weather Liaison Officer, 
this Command. Should circumstances so indicate, it is requested that coordination be 
affected with Colonel.Neal, MCLAWS, telephone No. 5-c23i, for preparation of comments 
end return to MCIAXO<-3, ATT: Capt. Sneider. 
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UNCLASSIF 
roject "SICH" 


SSIFIED 


ae Bae eb | 3 uoVv 43 ° 
Tris Col Zeal 
ivr “eather Liaison -fficer 
le to authority contained in oaragrepa four (4) -ecnnical instrusticcs 
185, .idemdium Noe 3, this Cosmand, dated 11 Freoruary 1743, Sais office has been asin- 
) au 1gaistanece of ali divisicns as d activities under the Jurisdicticn of the .ir 
Jateriel command to perait the succesaiul condnet of Sais oject, and is also autaorized 
rect socmunication with all Army installations by -esartment of ime Az letter dated 
25 Hareh 1948, subject, neonvyentional Sirersft”. 
e 1” copperation in conjuncticn with © 
3ye@ racuested far the currose of internrstins LGe ap 
rier to provide certain conclusions r prove a domestic orisin 
arora. / herein Jeseribed. 
36 om the evidence submitted, joes toe confinrati.n correspond So <newm 
setaorviovical devices sow in use? 
be ttention is 
f>pm “I 


invited to drawinz, 
Topular selence sonthiy", 
»alloon, und t 


‘ xn wbit 
Oo news i¢ 


romitted b; 


> is »c* 0 2 ned reoroduc 
. Wek sh 1 ne y seLeorological 
Lams, hibits Hand “HH? >, Of Statement. 
yy Sobert 3. i chardson of +i wD “Pe our 
mente and aay action indicated rill ‘ siated, 
S$. Uo the attached weather charts \ixchibit "F") fin a pos j or provable 
ot velease if object is ideititied as a icmestic release: 
de map chart of 


rein 
‘ae protable course taken as influenced 
mould be of use particularly in relation to possible points of 
celeases outside the greater -os 
2 


y the winds aloft data 
: weteorvlowical balloon 
Angeles srea within the critical ceriods of tine, jee 
paragrarh four (h) page 2 of "DETAILS" Suhibit "5", as Listed by cpecial \cent Ym 5. 
‘prowll, wherein he states that a Nr. liarvey checked oll files pertaining to | 
weleases in the greater Los Anzeles area. 
7e Ibi 
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is requested that 2 report 
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The following article 
"DAILY NEWS" Log Ang 


Silver Sphere | 
Deflated us 
Sky Mystery 


“He was ‘almost “like with the 
Sying disks all over again . 
‘The queries started yestedav 
Aeernoon among Bi ig Bear Val-} " 
Jey residents, ; 
AW hat is that pear-shaped 
ing Paes a the sun? 


Tmrsday Morning, July 22, 1948 


CONEY 


rt Ut 4 iempaimamnaine sven Life 


WM stirs. ghosts _ Ke 
jof the fiying dises ie 


Memories of the flying diac 
{phenomenon were revived last 
4 night as 1500 persons swamped po} © 
Nee and fire department switeh- 
boards with telephone calla re- ri 
porting a mysterious silver object |. 
soaring over Los Angeles. . } 
Rl with the experience of that}= 
frenzied time a year ago’ behind) 


osity cu ig ‘ls, helaboring po-}" 
Lee,. Sheriff's and newspaper 
witchboards by the hundreds 
is chboards, 

g afternoon -wore into; eve- 
: the silvers sphere -was 


hing Southlanders while it 
ed slowly in a north vet 
ction. 


; Astral Visitor Identified” 


Y 
t_Mt. Wilson Dr. Robert_S. 
hardson, solar observer; re- 
ted that he had scanned the? 
objec: as it passed nearly oyer- 
ead on its leisurely course sea-} 
= Eward. George Abell, Griffith Ob- ft 
“st servatory attache, also repo 
following the sphere by 


irae 
around until they got word from. _ 
the Mount Wilson Observatory’ 


‘e} that the mysterious silver objects 
was a weather balloon, 

The reports reaching police frome 
citizens described the balloon ast 
ing, starehne still, 


| soaring, d 
shooting acr: 
ing north. eas 


‘ Mt. ¥ 
jthe ha 
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r ngeles Airport: eer 7 P64 tion and 
gical ball loon, : vs leased in the ¥ 
MS are sur 


- 1 Lake. 
Stat high tions after au 

tomatically broadcasting weatherby se & 
mation during their a 
one apparently developed i. 
stow leak and sank. back to: , 
ti earth, weathermen said. 5 ee set ect 

&4 general warning of the bal-fihs : + 
Ws hovering over’ Los~ As- 
. deseribing it as a hazard 
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The following article taken from the "LOS ANGELES TIMas" 
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HEADQUARTERS 
AIR MATERIBL CO3CLAND 
Wright-Patterson Air Foros Base 
Dayton, Ohio Z 
UC 1AX0-3 a3 /ra 
Jan 5 1949 


SUBJECT; Projeot "SIGH* 


TO: “Chief, Air Weather Servica, 
Andrews Alr force Base, 
Washington 25, Dd. C. 

ATTN: DSS 


1. Projoot "SIGK” is responsible for tho colleotion, investi-~- 
pation and interpretation of duta relative to slghting of unidontified 
flyirg objeots., Attached Inoident Su;mariss 1 thru 172 from the files 
of Project "SIGN" are forwarded for study and rycommendations ag to 
whiotvof the inoldenta may be eliminated as balloons raleased on routine 
synoptio ascents by ths Air Veather Service, the Navy Asrological 
Servios or the iinited States Weather Buresu. The summarises attached 
may be retained in your headquarters for working and reference purposes. ¢ 


2, The Air Weather Service is the only agonoy of its type that 
haw been asked to agaist in the accomplishment of Project "SIGH" oxcapt 
that the United States Veather Bureau has provided information on ball 
Jightning. Research projects in which balloons are used and whioh are 
conducted or sponsored by the Army, Navy or United States Air Foroe are 
sheoked by the Intelligence Department of thia Command, These ohscks 
aresusually made direst fron the Projeot "SIGN" Office, NCIAXO-3. These 
ohaoks ara diatinet from tha check of synoptic balloon flights made by 
weather service stations of the ‘air Force, the Navy and the Department 
of Commercs, (U, S.. Weather Bureau) roquested of Air Weather Service. 


3. it du the opinion of this office,that the below listed inoi- 
danta are those having the ereatest possibility of being balloons, Thia 
List doss nos eliminates the possibility that many of the remaining 


incidents are balloons. ‘ 

2 en ° 
& 23 

3 | 29 

1 38 

1, 3h 

16 32 

22 33 
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j 
5.4 


Hq AMS, Chief, Alr Weather Servios, Washington 25, D. Co 
Subjs Projoot “SiGi”" 


4. The form used in interrogating witnesses to sightings 4s 
imolosed as a matter of Antsrest, Comment aa to possible improvement 
of the "Essential Elements of Informéticn” in regard to routine 
synoptic balloon flirshts 4s invited. 


5. I is requested that correspondence be forwarded to the” 
Commanding General, Headquarters, Air Materiel Command, attention 
UO IAXOs3, 


FOR TES COMMANDING CSNERAL: 


/sf We. R. Clingerman, Col, USar 


2 inolsa for il, BK. MoCoYx 
Summaries 1-172 ingl | Golonsal, USAF 
"SE" Chief, Intelligence Dept 


Copies furnished, 


APOIR, Hq. URaF 

Gapt Trakowskl, Gvophysioa Lab 

Major Kodle, UCRESP 2 
Colorm) Veal, MCLANS 


tadblea 


ATR MATERIEL COMMAND A 
3160 Electronics Station 
4 000.92 Cambridge Field Station 
In reply address 230 Albany Street April 15, 
both conmnication Cambridge 39, Mass. 


and envelope to the 
Comnanding Officer 
A and attention of 
| following office 
| symbol. ERH 
f 


SUBJECT: Analysis of Project “Grudge” Reported Incidents 


: TOe Commanding Goneral 

Air Hateriol Command 
Vicight-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN, MCLAKO 


aE — 


Ct/Bs 


iglé 


1, Reference 1s made to the letters from your Headquarters to 
this station of 22 November 1945, 6 December 1945, and i January 1949, 
Subjosts; “Projoct 'Sign’ ", requesting that reported inoidents 1 


through 172 be analyzed to determine whether or not these might have 


been caused by oalloons launched by these laboratories. 


a] 
ae 


) laboratories and its contractors for special atmospherio research 


A lieting has teen compiled of all balloons launched by these 


pur- 


poses, from the first such launching to No. 101 on 17 November 19)8. 
Eaoh of these launchin«s has been compared with the reported Lncidents 
through 172. Factors of comparison were date of launching and date 
of recovery with reapect to dats of reported incidents; place of launoh- 
ing and place of recovery with respect to the place of reported ine 
sidents, and possible deviations from the known flight path with reapect 


to the plave of reported inoidents, So that your office may make 


an 


independent analysis, three copies of the launching list are inclosed. 


a. Inoldents No. 5 through No. 16 reported on & July 1947 
throughout Oregon, Idaho and Washington save, in senvral, descriptions 
of olusters or groups of objects. The 3 July 19L7 balloon launching 
No. & at Alamogordo was a cluster of balloons and wa3 not recovered, 
amd so might be suspected of being the cium of these reports, However, 


; Lsnouzh not recoversd, this flicht was temnirated in the “Mew ‘Mexico 
- 


fularosa Valley only a fsw miles northwess of Aiamozorno, {hast 
balloons sere downed was datermined both by airplane spotting and 
radio direstion finding upon the balloon telemet:ring instru 

Resovery of the balloons and instrunents was orevented by tha in- 


passability of the terrain, 


! De taLloon vo laagea As > F eg ily l somoacte 
{by ” a 


ith ,ospect So date with taclden®s No, : ’ h 
) with ineident No, LO. This bailoon flight was again 4 oluser 
> . 


by 


Ltr, ERH, to CG, AMC, Subjs Analysis of Proj. "Grudgs” Reported Incidents 


The description of incident No. 0 is inconsistent with the appearance 
of balloon flight No, 11. Also, in consideratior of the prevailing 
upper winds, it 1s very unlikely that the balloons would have gora more 
than a few miles westward of Alamogordo, although it must be admitted 
that a long flight weat of the launching point could not be ruled out 
as impossible. 


0. Incident Xo. 47 compares somewhat in tins with balloon 
launching No. 10 of 5 July 19L:7. However, balloon No. 10 althouch not 
recovored was known to have been downed northeast of Albuqusrque, New 
Mexico. Jt was not racovered due to impassability of terrain. Incident 
No. 113 is a roasomabvie description of the 20 ft. plustic balloon and 
instruments used by theses Laboratorios, This incident tas on the date 
of balloon release No. 46 of 9 April 1945S at Alamoordo. However, the 
time of the reported incident (1506 CST) is about 1/2 hour before the 
time of balioon release (1432 MST), thus the incident could not have 
been that balloon. 


d. It is of interest to note that inoldent No. 122 was rsport- 
ot by an omployse of these Laboratories who had considerable experience 
in the use of bulloons of all kinds, and could have been depended upon 
to know the appearance and behavior of a balloon if it was this he saw, 


—_——e 


| ©. Incident No. 163 bears a fair description of the appearance 
} of @ large plastic balloon in sunset light. The object's disappearance 


j could be accounted for oither by ita movement into the oarth's sunset 

ahadow or by natural defoousing of the observer's eyes, Thia incident 
/ oould possibly have been balloon release No. 75 or No. 76 or 20 and 22 
| July 48 from Alamogordo, Bulloon No. 75 was recoversd at Hollister, 
California, which is in the Monterey Bay area, on 22 July 1914 and could 
have easily had a trajectory which would have been within sight of the 
Los Angeles arsa, Balloon No. 76 was never recovered. It 43 possibls 
that it had a trajectory similar to No. 75. 
——e 

f. All other reported incidents from 1 to 172 do not seem to 

have reasonable comparison with balloons launched by thess Laboratories, 


4, The balloons used by these Laboratories are now somewhat 
standardized, They are 20 feet long, plastic, white in color, and 
hem sphers-on-cone in shape. Nearly all launchinys are made at the 


Holloman AFB at Alanozordo, “iew ‘exiso, Tro protosrann orinta ars os 
jlosed showing the appearance acd size of Shese valloons, Che larger 
photograph shows the typical flight appearance at any altiSudes where 
4% would be visible, t ls hoped that this information aay ve of some 


uaa to you in identifying future reports of inolien 


$= 34500 


